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Missouri Network Against Child Abuse presents 2025 Standing with Children Awards

Jefferson City, Mo. — Missouri Network Against Child Abuse (MO-NACA) will present the 2025
Standing with Children Awards at a luncheon hosted by the organization at 11:30 AM on
Monday, April 28, 2025 at the Millbottom Event Center, 400 West Main, Jefferson City, MO.
The 2025 recipients of the Standing with Children Awards are Senator Lincoln Hough (R-30),
Senator Tracy McCreery (D-24), Carol and John D’Attoma, founders of SACRED (Sexually Abused
Children’s Relief Endeavor), and Verna Kelsey, outgoing Executive Director of the North Central
Missouri Children’s Advocacy Center.

Senator Lincoln Hough of Springfield, Missouri has served in the Missouri Senate since 2022,
previously serving in the Missouri House of Representatives and as Greene County
Commissioner. During his time in the Senate, Senator Hough has chaired the Senate
Appropriations Committee where he has maintained investments in the nearly $50 billion state
budget for programs that promote the safety and wellbeing of children and families, including
advocating for increases to Missouri Children’s Division. “Most know that Lincoln began his
ascent to the powerful Appropriations Committee as a Green County Commissioner, serving
just blocks from Springfield’s Child Advocacy Center before he came to Jefferson City,” said MO-
NACA Past Board President Keith Ray Mackie of Springfield. “So, it comes to as no surprise to us
that Senator Hough deeply understands the critical value of using state dollars in protecting the
children we serve across Missouri. We know there is a voice for kids in the state budget.”

Senator Tracy McCreery of St. Louis, Missouri has served in the Missouri Senate since 2022,
previously serving eight years in the Missouri House of Representatives. During her time in
office, Senator McCreery has successfully championed countless bills promoting child and
family wellbeing and protecting children and adults from sexual violence. In 2023, Senator
McCreery successfully led a bipartisan effort to expand Medicaid coverage for new mothers,
expanding the Show Me Healthy Babies Program from sixty days to one year. She has
successfully sponsored legislation establishing the Stop Cyberstalking and Harassment Task
Force. “Senator McCreery is a steadfast champion for policies which support the safety of
children and youth,” said MO-NACA Executive Director, Jessica Seitz. “Year after year she’s had
wins. This year we are excited that her legislation raising the age of marriage to 18 has passed
the full Senate and is working its way through the House. Her fingerprints are all over laws
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which make Missouri a better place for children and families and we are grateful for her
leadership.”

SACRED (Sexually Abused Children’s Relief Endeavor) is a grassroots organization based in
Kansas City which was founded by John and Carol D'Attoma after their granddaughter was
sexually abused by her father. The resulting financial hardship opened their eyes to what
families who experience sexual abuse endure. SACRED provides immediate financial assistance
to families in need due to the sexual abuse of a child or children. “SACRED is there to help
families with whatever is needed. Whether it is rent, utilities, car payments, whatever it may
be, they are there to help families get on their feet,” said Lisa Mizell, President & CEO of the
Child Protection Center in Kansas City who nominated the D’Attomas for the recognition. “But
most importantly are the simple acts of kindness they show. They listen and learn, making both
them and their organization more effective.” SACRED has donated more than $1.25 million to
more than 500 families and 1,400 children in 21 states. They work with all fifteen Child
Advocacy Centers in Missouri.

Finally, Missouri Network Against Child Abuse recognizes Verna Kelsey, retiring Executive
Director of the North Central Missouri Children’s Advocacy Center in Trenton, Missouri. The
North Central Missouri CAC serves ten counties in rural Missouri. Kelsey has been with the
Center since its inception over twenty years ago. Under her leadership, the CAC became
accredited under the National Children’s Alliance and grew their services; the agency now
provides forensic interviews, victim advocacy and mental health services to hundreds of
children each year. “Verna leads with compassion and has dedicated her career to ensuring that
every child in her community who has experienced abuse or trauma receives the care, support
and advocacy they deserve,” said Michael Turner, Director of Community-Based Services for
KVC-Missouri and president of the Missouri Network of Child Advocacy Centers Advisory
Council. “She leads with compassion and whether it be working with multidisciplinary teams,
supporting caregivers, or mentoring the next generation of CAC leaders, Verna has consistently
demonstrated what it means to be a true champion for children.”

About the Standing with Children Awards

The first Standing with Children Awards were made in 2014 to former state Rep. Marsha
Haefner, former state Rep. Sue Allen and U.S. Senator Blunt. Over the years, awards have been
made to legislators and child advocates who made important contributions to child protection
in Missouri. Recipients are individuals who have advanced the child advocacy center (CAC)
movement in Missouri, promoted the use of multidisciplinary teams in child abuse
investigations and championed legislation that creates safer communities for children by
supporting Children’s Division and traditional MDT partners and funding for CACs, the SAFE-
CARE program and other agencies and services that are critical to advancing child protection in
Missouri.

About Missouri Network Against Child Abuse

Founded in 2002, Missouri Network Against Child Abuse (MO-NACA, formerly Missouri
KidsFirst) is the state chapter of Missouri’s fifteen accredited regional Child Advocacy Centers
(CACs) and the seat of Prevent Child Abuse Missouri. MO-NACA works to empower adults with



solutions to support the safety of children and is the expert in training, community education
and child advocacy for professionals, community members and partners, providing children
with access to safety, justice and healing.
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Follow Missouri Network Against Child Abuse on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIN.
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